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Patient Demographics

Out of 1006 accessioned breast cancer patients, 1004
(99.8%) of the subjects were female, whereas 0.2%
were male. The major ethnic groups were Chinese
(97%), followed by Caucasian (2%) and other Asians
(1%) in this report.

With reference to other national cancer registries,
the median ages at diagnosis of breast cancer were
61 years in USA, 62 years in Australia and 50 years
in Singapore". In United Kingdom, 81% of cases
occurred in women aged 50 years and over, 50% of the
cases were diagnosed in the age group of 50-69.'°

The mean and median age at diagnosis of our subjects
were 48.9 and 47.6 years respectively (age range: 25.4
-101.4 years). About 69% of breast cancer patients
were aged 40-59, about 18% below aged 40 and only
13% aged 60 and over (Figure 5).

Regarding socio-demographic characteristics, 50% of
the subjects’ occupation were professionals or clerks,
30% were housewife, 5% were self-employed, only 4%
were workers and 11% were retired or unemployed.
In general, the subject cohort attained relatively higher
education level, with 88% attained secondary education
or above, only 12% of the subjects had educational
level below secondary school. Majority of the subjects
were in higher socioeconomic strata. Over 50% of the
subjects had monthly household income more than
$30,000 a month, and about 30% had their family
income between $10,000- $29,999 a month and less
than 10% had their family income below $10,000 a
month (Table 1).

Table 1. Occupation, educational level and monthly household
income

Age <30

Age 30-39

Age 40-49

Age 50-59

Age 60-69

Age 70-79

Age 80 or above

Figure 5. Percent distribution of age groups

Majority (73%) of the subjects were married, 17% did
not get married and 10% were widowed, divorced or
cohabitating (Figure 06).

® Never married

® Married

= Widowed

= Divorced/ cohabitating

Figure 6. Marital status

Relative percentage (%)

Occupation
Professional 17%
Clerical 33%
Housewife 30%
Self-employed 5%
Non-clerical/ Labor 4%
Retired/ Unemployed 11%

Educational level

No schooling/ Kindergarten 1%
Primary school 11%
Secondary school 60%
Matriculation or above 28%

Monthly household income

<$10,000 9%
$10,000-29,999 33%
>$30,000 58%
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As tabulated in Table 2, the subjects resided in different
districts throughout the territory: Hong Kong Island
(38%), Kowloon (27%) and New Territories (35%).

Table 2. Residence districts of the subjects

Relative percentage (%)

Hong Kong Island
Southern 6%
Central and Western 9%
Wan Chai 5%
Eastern 16%
Islands 2%

Kowloon
Kwun Tong 5%
Wong Tai Sin 4%
Yau Tsim Mong 5%
Sham Shui Po 4%
Kowloon City 9%

New Territories
Kwai Tsing 3%
Tsuen Wan 5%
Sai Kung 6%
Tai Po 3%
Sha Tin 9%
Yuen Long 4%
Tuen Mun 3%
North 2%
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